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News and Events – Pakistan
PIDE Annual General Meeting and Conference 
The Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) organized its 23rd general meeting and conference from, 12th - 14th March, 2008 at Marriott Hotel, Islamabad. The theme of the conference was “Environment and Natural Resource Management: Issues and Challenges”. The objective of the conference was to provide a forum and a platform to academics and policy-makers for an exchange of ideas on the pressing economic and social problems facing Pakistan. The conference featured invited lectures and panel discussions by leading figures in Economics. Around 50 papers were presented by eminent international/local Economists, Demographers and Social Scientists. Economists from PARC actively participated in the conference. more…
International Conference on" Recent Advances in Agriculture Biotechnology”
 National Commission on Biotechnology (NCB) organized a regional conference on March 18-19, 2008 jointly with National Institute for Genomics and Advanced Biotechnology of PARC. This regional conference aimed at formulating strategies for agricultural research and development to improve productivity, profitability and competitiveness of agriculture sector through the applications of biotechnology tools. 
Workshop on WTO and MINFAL Strategy for Commodity Development
Economic, Trade and Investment Wing, Ministry of Food Agriculture and Livestock (MINFAL) organized a three day workshop at PARC from 2-4 January, 2008.The workshop attended by a variety of participants from various government departments and R&D organizations, witnessed a range of valuable resource persons including H.E. Dr. Manzoor Ahmad, Ambassador to WTO from Pakistan, consultants from the UN,  experts from Livestock and Dairy Development Board (LDDB), National Animal and Plant Health Inspections Services (NAPHIS), Agricultural Policy Institute and MINFAL. The workshop covered a variety of topics from basics of Agreement on Agriculture to Doha Round and the present position of Pakistan.
FAO Warns Pakistan Against Dangerous Wheat – Killing Virus
The UN’s agriculture agency has asked Pakistan and other major wheat producing countries east of Iran to be on “high alert” following the detection in Iran of a dangerous new fungus (Ug 99) that could destroy entire wheat fields. Pakistan with the collaboration of International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) and International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) is well prepared to manage the Ug 99 problem.
Other Major Events Involving PARC
1. National Consultation Workshop on “Pakistan Country Position Paper on Food Security” Best Western Motel on January, 30th,2008.The Chairman PARC made the inaugural speech. 

2. Conference on National Consultation of Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux International (CABI) to prioritize and preparation of Action Plan for the Stake Holders. At CABI Office, 26th  February, 2008

3. 18th Regional Planning Council Meeting of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) by Planning Commission at Marriott Hotel. 3rd – 5th March, 2008

4. Launching of ACIAR/PARC Dairy Policy Project at PARC Auditorium, 19th March, 2008
5. Working Group Meeting on Emerging technologies at Planning Commission, Planning and Development Division, Islamabad, 27th March, 2008. Agenda of the meeting was as follows:
i. Examine global trends and identify thrust areas in emerging sciences and technology, and forecast scientific singularities which could arise on the basis of current research

ii. Identify national groups and institutions which can be built upto international standards through focused investments

iii. Promote national activities and programmes at the frontiers of science and technology

iv. Suggest measures for promotion of R&D in the private sector

v. Recommend tools for dissemination of applied research 
PARC-IFPRI Joint Research Projects
Chairman PARC, Dr. M.E. Tusneem chaired a meeting  on 7th March,2008, to review the progress made in PARC-IFPRI joint research projects. Dr. Munir Ahmad, Member, Social Sciences Division, PARC and senior economists participated in  the meeting.A summary of progress made so far is presented in the following text:
1. Analyzing the Performance of Agricultural Advisory Services in Pakistan  (Project Incharge: Dr.Ikram Saeed)
Methodology of the project has been developed and would be discussed with the IFPRI Experts in May, 2008. The project’s budget has also been revised in the light of changes made in the project.

2. Vertical Coordination Towards High Value Agriculture in Punjab, Pakistan: Implications for Small Holders and Agribusiness (Project Incharge: Dr.Muhammad Sharif)
The methodology had been developed, questionnaires for all the stakeholders have been developed and pre-tested , field data collection would start after a meeting with IFPRI Experts in India. The studies regarding  fruits (Citrus and Mango) shall be completed during 2008 and  reports for the same shall be ready by end of the year. Work on dairy and poultry sub-sectors shall also start simultaneously while vegetables’ part shall be started in 2009. A discussion paper on dairy supply chain has also been completed .

3. Agricultural Research Strategies for Growth and Poverty Alleviation (Project Incharge: Dr. Umar Farooq).

Review of literature for the project is continuing and a discussion paper on the same topic is being prepared. Secondary data collection and entry is simultaneously in progress and is in the final stages of completion. The Total Factor Productivity (TFP) analysis is expected to be completed by July, 2008. At the same time work on development of a questionnaire for heads of the research establishments in Pakistan is underway.
Selected IFPRI-Publications
Accelerating Progress toward Reducing Child Malnutrition in India

A Concept for Action

Joachim von Braun, Marie Ruel, and Ashok Gulati

January 2008

· summary
· download
This concept note focuses on international research and policy experiences in reducing child malnutrition and outlines how to move forward in close cooperation with the country’s policymakers and its nutrition community.

WTO Negotiations on Agriculture and Developing Countries

Anwarul Hoda and Ashok Gulati

320 pages / 2008

$60.00 hardcover (ISBN 978-0-8018-8698-0)/$27.95 paperback (ISBN 978-0-8018-8793-2)
Published by Johns Hopkins University Press.
This book, coauthored by an insider to the trade talks that led to the establishment of the WTO, fills this gap. The volume begins with a detailed analysis of the provisions of the WTO's Agreement on Agriculture and the modalities of the negotiations. It examines the implementation experience of key members of the WTO, then traces the developments in the negotiations up to the recent impasse.
Conferences /Symposia/Training Workshops
Supply and Demand of Agricultural Products and Inflation

How to Address the Acute and Long-Run Problem

Joachim von Braun

March 22-24, 2008

Paper prepared for China Development Forum, Beijing, March 22-24, 2008

· summary, 
· download
The surge in food prices has become a major political concern because of its role for inflation, its impacts on the whole economy, and because of adverse effects on the wage earning poor and middle class. The price developments can help reduce urban-rural income gaps in the aggregate, but some groups in rural areas lose and others gain. The issue is not only one of too fast increases in prices, but one of risky volatility and of inappropriate policy responses around the world posing threats for free trade and possibly for political stability in some countries. A dual strategy is needed: (1) a science and technology initiative at a national and global scale to address the long-run problem, and (2) a comprehensive social protection and food and nutrition initiative to address the short and medium-run problems. China, which has expanded its investment in agriculture by 23 percent in 2007 , can play an important role in this needed strategy, both domestically, and at a global scale. More… 

World Congress on Conservation Agriculture 4-7 Feb, 2009, India
The 4th World Congress on Conservation Agriculture will be jointly organized by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS) during 4-7 February 2009 in New Delhi, India. The theme of the Congress is ‘ Innovations for Improving Efficiency, Equity and Environment’. The Congress will be attended by over 1000 delegates including researchers, progressive farmers, policy planners, extension specialists, corporate leaders and non-governmental organizations from different parts of the world. The Congress is expected to review global R&D efforts, identify region, situation and system specific issues, prepare grounds for partnerships and policy setting, and suggest measures to improve the state of natural resources in pursuit of realizing enhanced productivity and profitability. More details of the Congress area available at www.icar.org.in/wccagri/index.halm  
Pakistan-IFPRI Advisory Group’s Website
The IAG website has witnessed an encouraging response during the first quarter since its launching by Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Food Agriculture and Livestock . The site has been visited from 21 locations in 11 countries of the world. It is  hoped that the site will be growing with time, both content and traffic. 
Learning and Capacity Strengthening Program at IFPRI 
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Brochure (PDF 79K)
	Learning Materials
· Agricultural Policy
· Computer Applications
· Markets
· Microcomputers in Policy Research Series
· Trade and Macroeconomics
... More


Useful Web Links/URLs – Pakistan
(Repeated /Updated for Readers’ Convenience)
1. Government of Pakistan

2. 
Board of Investment   
3. Economics Survey of Pakistan 

4. 

 HYPERLINK "http://epza.com.pk/" 
Export Processing Zones Authority   

5. Federal Bureau of Statistics  
6. Mabub-ul-Haq Human Development Centre
7. Ministry of Food Agriculture and Livestock
8. Net-NGO  A guide to NGOs in Pakistan 
9. Pakistan Agricultural Research Council
10. Pakistan Agriculture Market Information Service 
11. Pakistan Central Cotton Committee
12. Pakistan Development Gateway

13. 
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics
14. Pakistan-Vision 2030
15. State Bank of Pakistan   
16. Sustainable Development Networking Pakistan

17. 
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan 
Job Vacancies at IFPRI
	Job ID
	Title
	Location
	Division
	Apply Now

	06-153R
	DSG Postdoctoral/Research Fellow 
	Beijing, China
	DSGD 
	



	07-160
	Nutrition Coordinator 
	Washington, DC
	DGO 
	



	07-157
	Post Doctoral Fellow 
	Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
	EPTD 
	



	07-155
	Post Doctoral or Research Fellow 
	Accra, Ghana
	DSGD 
	



	08-106
	Postdoctoral Fellow 
	Washington, DC
	DGO 
	




More….
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