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Dissemination of Research Based Feed Products to Farming Community
In Pakistan, inadequate feed resources and imbalanced conventional feeding practices have been identified as major causes of low productivity resulting into low livestock profitability. Major feed resources are crop residues green fodder and concentrate. Concentrates are those feeds which are high in energy and protein, lower in fibre, and highly digestibility. They are expensive part of animal feed and are used mostly in small quantities as supplement. Moreover, concentrates should be nutritionally balanced especially for those animals which are high producer and fed only poor quality green and dry roughages. Locally available concentrates are cereal grains, industrial by products, oil seed cakes/meals, molasses etc. Therefore, balanced and cost effective feed and feeding system can increase the livestock productivity by 30-40%. Realizing this problem, NARC started efforts to develop livestock feed products, their validation and shaping them into deliverable products. NARC is pioneer in successfully developing and introducing various types of livestock feed products.  Main focus is development and validation of research based feed technologies and dissemination to farmers and private feed industry. Major emphases are to create awareness among farmers for use of nutritionally balanced and economical blended feed products through sale of feeds.

New research based product i.e., Milk Booster has been recently introduced, which is very important for increase milk production in dairy animals. Private feed industry is being updated on recent research innovations. Apart from research based activity, Feed Technology Unit is also engaged in commercial activity for validation of economic worth of feed products. Different products sold to farmers included cattle feed, bull feed, sheep and goats feed, fattening feed and multinutrient blocks. Clients are from ICI area, Pothwar, Murree, Kamalia and Peshawar. During one year of commercial activity 247.15 tons of feed was produced having value of Rs 4.653 million. To produce this feed Rs 4.091 million were spent on purchase of feedstuffs and overhead expenditure. Profit of Rs 0.670 million was generated @ 15% trough sale feed products.  
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